
Frequently Asked Questions   

Do I need a Visa to visit Israel? 

Israel has visa exemption agreements with many countries - for visits of up to 90 days. Before visiting, check whether you 

need to obtain a visa to visit Israel. It is important to emphasize that the exemption applies only to visas for visits and to pass-

ports . 

For more information visit: https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/ConsularServices/Documents/VisaRequirements-Tourists.pdf  

Safety and Security 

On this tour you will be travelling in a group but should still exercise normal safety and security precautions; safeguard your 

belongings, especially in shopping areas and at the airport. Be alert to possible threats, especially in public places. Take any 

official warnings seriously. For up to date information visit www.safetravel.govt.nz/israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories  

What is the time difference between Israel?  

Israel Standard Time (IST) is –11 hours behind New Zealand Standard Time (NZST). Israel does utilise Daylight Saving time 

from October to March.  

Eg: 1200pm New Zealand Standard Time = 0100am Israel Standard Time 

What electrical plug adaptors will I need? 

In Israel the power plugs and sockets are of type C and H. The standard 

voltage is 230 V and the standard frequency is 50 Hz.  

 

ISRAEL 

The basics  

Size of Israel:  22,145sq km  

Population: 8.7 Million 

Ethnicity: Jewish 75%, Arabian 20%, Other 5.4% 

Language: Hebrew as their native language 49%,  

Arabic 18%, Russian 15%, Yiddish 2%, French 2%, English 2%,Spanish 1.6%, 

and 10% other languages (including Romanian, German and Amharic. 
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ISRAEL 
What is the weather like in Israel? 

The northern and coastal regions of Israel show Mediterranean climate characterised by hot and dry summers and cool rainy 

winters. Whereas the southern and eastern areas of Israel are characterised by an arid climate. The rainy season extends 

from October to early May, and rainfall peaks in December through February.  

 

What currency does Israel  use? 

US dollars are widely used in both Israel and Jordan, otherwise you can take some local currency. The currency used in Isra-

el is the Israeli New Shekel. The Jordanian Dinar is the currency of Jordan. ATM’s are widely spread and issue only local 

currency. Notify your Bank of your travel plans, and ensure that all cards you intend on using throughout your trip are accept-

ed in all locations. Additionally, be aware of things that may differ between countries, for example, your withdrawal limit and 

currency conversion fees.  

 

Is tipping customary in Israel? 

It is expected that you tip for service industries. The going rate for tipping in Israeli restaurants and cafes is between 10-15% 

depending on how pleased (or not) you are with your waiter/waitress. 10% is usually the minimum, with 12% an average tip.  

 

Can I use my mobile phone while in Israel? 

Mobile phone coverage is excellent in Israel however, it may be patchy in regional areas. Ensure you have global roaming 

activated on your phone before leaving home.  

 

Can I use my credit card in Israel? 

Credit cards are widely accepted by malls, hotels and large restaurants in Israel. Smaller businesses, shops and cafes may 

not accept credit cards, so ensure you have enough cash to cover purchases in smaller establishments.   

 

What should I pack? 

For Women—Something to cover your head and shoulders as well as skirts, dresses, or pants that go below the knees are a 
must. There are some places that are more specific than others and require women to have skirts or a dress. 
For Men—Men are in need of bottoms that cover knees and shirts that cover the shoulders – tank tops are not allowed in 
many places. 
For those who forget, or don’t have something available, most of the highly visited spaces have garments available to borrow 

at the door. 


